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Mass Audubon protects more than 40,000 acres of land throughout Massachusetts, saving birds and
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nonprofit, we welcome more than a half million visitors a iygaour wildlife sanctuaries and 20 nature
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shared in 1896 by our founders, two extraordinary Boston women. Today, Mass Audubon is a nationally
recogned environmental education leader, offering thousands of camp, school, and adult programs

that get over 225,000 kids and adults outdoors every year. With more than 135,000 members and

supporters, we advocate on Beacon Hill and beyond, and conduct cotisarvesearch to preserve the
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agencies, and other conservation partnergh natural resource inventories, habitat restoration and

management planning, and conservation planning. Through EES we can share the experience we have
gained in managing our own network of wildlife sanctuaries across the commonwealth.
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Introduction

The MasachusettsAudubon Ecological Extension Service prepared a ldredtmanagement and design
plan forwWright Farm in 2014. As that draft was about to be completed the Town exercised its right to
acquire the farmhouse and barmt that time, it was decidetb delay the completion of the

management plan until the future of this acquisition of additional land was finalized and its uses
determined. Since then, the farmhouse was turned over toltegington Housing Assistance Board
(LexHABand isnow occupieddy residents In addition, the Town contracted with the Mass Audubon
Education Department to develop an educational program for the site and an architecturgCiiim

Smith Architecturejo study the feasibility and cost of renoviagithe barn as an erironmental

education center.This report will build on thoseompletedefforts.

Land Acknowledgement
The land sustains us in many ways. A few examples of what it provides:

The air we breathe

The water we drink

The food we eat

Sequestration otarbon

Climate moderation

Protection from flooding

Recreation that renews our spirits

The lumber we use to build our shelters
Filtration and decomposition of our wastes
Habitats for a diversity of plants and animals
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The land at Wright Farm : e _ _
is also part of the - P : B Burlington
ancestral territory of the
Massachusettdlation of
Native Americans The
land sustained them for
thousands of years
before its occupation by
Europeans. How we :
care for the land will fad Y S

determine how well it~ ERESEE2 Gr’ov'é?slt T
will be able to sustain 7 % ‘
=

our descendants.




Setting of Wright Farm Conservation Area

Wright Farm(at 247 Grove Street$ a 13acreconservation propertyn the northwest corner of
Lexington(bordering both Bedford and Burlingtothjat wasinitially acquired by the Conservation
Commission in 2012The lot including the house and barn was acquired in 2016 by the T@ikight
Farm includes open fielda,wet meadow, a forestedetland, andmixedforest. Although the site itself
is small,tihas value both as wildlife habitat and as a site for passive recreatiorervironmental
education It adjoins a narrow strip of wooded Lexington conservation land, which itself adjoins the
Burlington Landlocked Forest2&0-acrearea of mostly forested open space in Burlingtaith alarge
trail systemused extensively by mounitabikers Together, these open spaces provide an important
wildlife corridor and passive recreational area.

This master plan has beelevelopedo @ al 44 ! dzRdzo2y Qa 902t 23A0+f 9EGSY
with the Lexington Conservation Commissioon§ervationOfficestaff, and Volunteer Stewards, to

identify goals for the site and specific management actions necessary to maximize the ecological
educationaland recreational potential of the property.

General Goals for the Use and Managementof LedET COT 1 80 #1 1 OAOC

Land

Given that the Conservation Commission desires to maximize public enjoymemtro€onservation
land through passive recreation while protecting the importaatural, cultural, and historic resources
of the land, the followingyeneral principlesvill be used to consider management of the properties.

1. Public access to towowned conservation lands for passive recreatiamsgs will be
encouraged where it would not be detrimental to protection of thiNP LJS NIi & iisforicy” | (0 dzNJ f 3
and cultural resources.

2. Approved public uses will be expressed through Conservation Commissieasnd
regulations for conservation lands, propestpecific regulations, usspecificregulations, and
on-site signage.

3. Alterations to conservatio land necessary to accommodate public accessh as vegetation
management, trail building, and installation of appropriateizedparking lots pridges,and
boardwalks, will be considered favorably as lasghey are:

a) determined to be necessary to amomodate public access
b) demonstrated to be the best option for achieving public accesd
¢) demonstrated to have minimal impact on known natural, culturahistoric resources.

4. Visitor safety will be a top priority in planning amaplementing propertymanagement, public
access improvement projects, and land use regulations.

5. The Commission, staff, and volunteers will strive to maximize the natsalrce values of
each conservation parcel. Specifically, they will marg@geertiesto:

a) protect habitat for rare and sensitivepecies,
b) enhance habitat for nesting and migrating birds



f)

protect uncommon and exemplary natural communities and maximize habitat value for

dependent species

maintain and extend wildlife corridors across consgian land

maintain ecosystem services such as pollination, natural flood control, groundwater
recharge, carbon sequestration, and food productiand

control invasive species.

6. Cultural and historic resources will be recognized, celebrated, and proteatednservation
lands to the extent practicable. Specifically:

a)
b)

<)

all identified historic resources will be protected from disturbance

where appropriate, conservation land will accommodate agricultusals traditional to
the site or as identified as a conumity need (such asommunity gardensyand

sites will be managed to maintain traditional landscapes and visggecially those that
contribute to community character.

Site Goals and Challenges
Goals for the management of Wright Farm include:
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Improved public accesincluding parking and trail system
Exemplary8 SgF NRAKAL)I 2F GKS aradasSqa vy GdzNT €
Use for environmental educatidigchools, adults, special events, etc.)

Wright Farm can also be an important new entry point to the large arepef space; the

Burlington Landlocked Forest

Easy connections can be madehe 69acre Old Reservoir conservation landBedford, as

well. This geographic serendipity opens possibilities for regional trail connections

Challenges include

Iy R

1 Ongoingdiscussion othe appropriate uses for the siteespecially given its relatively small size

The peripheral location of the siteaway from the center of town

=

1 The expense involved in making the site more accessiftbdeveloping the facilities for

making the site more suitable fenvironmentaleduction

Property Description

Physical Features

Wright Farm is a 13-acre property at the very . " WRIGHT FARM
northerntip of Lexington, located on the east side o 5 Eemmswwes wen

Grove Street on the Bedforhd the Burlingtoriown
lines(Figure 1) The structures on the property are aj——
large barn dating to the M®s(with alterations in
the 1900s) a garage, antivo 3-sided shed,

Photo2 - Sign along Grove Street
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formerly used to shelter horsgeandroughly 1,000 feet of fencinglrhere is a wooden sign tite
southern end of the property, along Grove Street, identifying the parcel as a Lexington conservation
area.

The southwest side of the property abuts Grove Street. Land to the southeast includes a small house lot
directly on Grove Street and a new idsntial development that has a trail system that connects to

2 NAIKG CFN¥YoO ¢2 GKS y2NUKSFad tASa GKS . dzNIAy3Adaz
acre parcel which, while not formally protected, offers a buffer to and recreational cdionegcom

Wright Farm. The northwest boundary runs along back yards of houses on Avon Road in Bedford.
Lexington Greenways Corridor Committee has proposed a trail likfirght Farm to Burlington's Landlocked Forest/Paint
Mine and Simonds BrookThetrail would crosGrove StreeandO02 yy SO0 G2 . SRTF2NRQa ht R wSasSNw2a

Wright Farm features gently rolling topography with an overall slope to the east and ranging in height
from 275 feet above mean sea level at the very southern poirlt6 feet at the very eastern corner.

Water drains to the east over most of the property except for the very western corner which drains
towards Grove Street. The property is underlain by ~A#on-yearold Quincy Granite bedrock of the
Milford-Dedram Zone. While bedrock appears to have little direct influence on the vegetation and land
use of the property, it does influence the topography of the site. There are no streams or permanent
standing water bodies on the property, but runoff and groundsvado migrate to the lower ground in

the eastern corner of the property.

Surficial geology, unlike the bedrock, plays an important role in site conditions. The dominant surficial
material is glacial till, a mix of clay, silt, sand, cobbles, and stonessideg by the melting glacier

roughly 15,000 years agd.ill isgenerally weldrained and tends to weather to an acidic soil in eastern
Massachusetts. Wright Farm soils are uniformly fine sandy loams, including Scituate, Gamttayk,

and Whitman finesandy loams. These standard types, which are named and described by the Natural
Resource Conservation Service, vary only modestly in depth, chemical makeup, ani\totoran

soils are found in lovying areas that tend to collect water and so are tiglgy poorly drained. Except

for the extent of stones, the Scituate, Canton, and Montauk soils are suitable for crop production.

Ecological Features

The property is nearly evenly spii¢tweenfieldsand woodland. Théeldsare dominated by grasses

witKk G@LIAOFt KIFEI@8FASER KSNbI OS2dza a LIS PDA4Shefield yot dzR A y 3
and east of the house latasthoroughly infested with Japanese stiltgrass, an aggressive invasive species

that is relatively new tiMassachusettsbut a concerted effort by the Conservation Commission and

volunteers has largely eradicated iThe wooded stands include a White PMixed Oak forest along

0KS SIFalSNYy o62dzyRFNE FyR 02y {AYy dz yitbn df white2ashesdzNI A y 3
in the southeast quadrant ofhe property. The ashes agenerally in decline even though thaye not

particularly old. Many white ashes in our area are in a similar condition due to a disease generically

called Ash Dieback.

Themammalianwildlife of Wright Farm will include suburban generalists such as vdilied deer,
coyote, red foxgray fox,raccoon, striped skunk, opossuggstern cottontail, eastern chipmun&nd



gray squirrelRed squirrel can be found in the forested aremsd meadow vole, shottiled shrew,
star-nosed mole, whitdooted mouse, and groundhog are probable in fredds. Fisher likely visit the
property and minkmay occasionally exploreetlands tha link through Landlocked ForesiVhile still
uncommon ineastern Massachusetts,springdispersing black bear could find its way to the property.
Bats likely roost in the barn and hunt over the meadows.

The variety of habitat at Wright Farm likely attracts a diverse group of birds throughout the year.
Scribby field edges are ideal for sparrows through the fall, the forested area likely hosts owls in the
winter, and the treetops and meadow edges will attract migratory warblers and other species in the
Springand Fall The site is a bit more limited in terrmEbreeding habitat in that itloes nothave one

large area of anpabitattype. Thefieldsare not big enough to attract grassland specialists, nor does
the small wetland area have the structure or size to attract wetland breeders. But several species a
drawn to the edges found on Wright Farm including indigo bunting, eastern phoebe, eastern bluebird,
and Baltimore oriole. The forested area, while small on the farm parcel, does buffer and connect with
more forest on the adjacent parcel and likely hdstest breeders such as wood thrush, hermit thrush,
and scarlet tanager. The barn and sheds may also provide nesting habitat for barn swAlbagisor

has reported seeing laald eagle on at least one occasion. Other raptors are likely to hunt éthesfi

from time to time.

As mentioned above, vernal pool species that breed in nearby pools may venture into the forested
sections of Wright Farm during the ndmeeding period. American toads may use smaller pools within
the wet section of the property fobreeding. Spring peepers and gray tree frogs are likely in the
shrubby habitat east of the meadows. A wide variety of invertebrates, including butterflies and
dragonflies make use of the meadows throughout the growing season.

There is no evidence of rare or unusual species or natural communities on the property. The site is not
identified by Massachusetts Natural Heritage Program as either Priority Habitat for Rare Species or
Estimate Habitat for Rare Wildlife. Neither is #it identified as BioMap2 Core Habitat or Critical

Natural Landscape. There are three Certified Vernal Pools located at least 800 feet to the east of the
parcel, on the Landlocked Forest, and a fourth Certified Vernal Pool roughly 800 feet to the@s@uth
privately owned parcelThe forested sections of Wright Farm may serve ashrerding habitat for
salamander and frogpecies reliant on these vernal pools.

Most of the property has a typical load of invasive species for fields and forest in dantsetting.

Thefield edges include multiflora rose, oriental bittersweet, and glossy buckthorn with some common

buckthorn and Japanese barberri. potentially invasive vine has also been natg@d2 NIl dzy SQa &a LA Yy R
(Euonymus fortunec growing up a treen the field to the north of the barn.

Cultural Features

The property has been a farm for nearly two centuries, leading to a significant portion of the land being
open fields. The conservation area includes a large barn, originally iouitte 1840sfor livestock that

was convertedor use for poultry in 1936. It consists of three interconnected structures and is listed in
the Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System (MAQR% 749). Also included on the site



is a twocar garage;, now bdang used

for a program spaceiith interpretive

AYTF2NXEGA2Y pnaor@d dzi GKS aAAGSQa
and cultural history and two 3sided

sheds that were built tshelter

horses. At an informal hearing with

the Lexington Histacal Commission

(HC) on March 21, 2018 there was a

consensus that the barn be preserved

to the fullest extent possible.

Photo3 - Barn

Future Uses

Considerable efforhas gone into defining the potential future uses of the site. In 2017]Tdhwen

engaged Masschusettd dzRdzo 2 Y Q& 9 R dzO I taidesiyy oppoBunitieblfor Yekiyigion &
residents to connect with the natural and cultural resources at Wright Farm and adjacent landsehpes
Working with stakeholders and representatives of the commuigt effort included

A Development of an education plan for Wright Fagiwith potential programs, audiences,
andcoordination

A Exploration of different program coordination and delivery models, includindéesed
programming

A Recommendtions for aphased progression for developing educational resources and
designing and delivering educational programming

Summary of Mass Audubon Education Department Report
Thereport was submitted in 2019Major recommendations includeGee full report for more detail)

1 Phased Approach for Educational Program

o0 Phase 1 A EarlyPrograms and Initigdite Improvements(2017 to 2020)

A minimal facilites (signagetrails, some picnic tables, and a tént

rented porta-potty for part of year
scheduled programs and evenfsird walks, nature walks, Spring Celebratijpons
community gardens
site improvements done by volunteers
parking (DPW)

A estimatedcosts, $50,000parking
o0 Phase 1 B AdditionalPrograms and Events, Initial Private Function Re(2&I20-

2025)
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